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2008 Yukon River Salmon Outlook and Management Strategies 
 

Chinook Salmon  Chum Salmon Coho Salmon 
Below average run is 
projected to provide for 
escapement and 
subsistence uses. 

 Average run is projected to 
provide for escapement and 
subsistence uses. 

 Average to above average 
run is projected to provide 
for escapement and 
subsistence uses. 

2008 Chinook salmon run is 
anticipated to be similar to 
2007. 

 Summer chum commercial 
harvest is anticipated to be 
between 500,000 and 900,000 
fish. 

 Runs have been increasing 
due to improved production. 

Commercial harvest is 
anticipated to be between 
5,000 and 30,000 fish. 

 Fall chum commercial 
harvest is anticipated to be 
between 50,000 and 400,000 
fish. 

 Commercial harvest is 
anticipated to be between 
50,000 and 70,000 fish. 

 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES  
 Initial management will be based on preseason projections and shifted to inseason 

project information as the runs develop. 
 Continue the regulatory subsistence salmon fishing schedule until run assessment 

indicates there is a harvestable surplus for additional subsistence opportunity and 
other uses.  

 Because of the unexpected weak Chinook run in 2007, the department will be 
delaying Chinook directed commercial fishing in 2008 until the midpoint of the run to 
ensure that escapement and subsistence needs and Canadian border obligations will 
be met. At that time, Chinook directed openings may occur if a surplus is identified 
beyond escapement and subsistence needs. 

 If a surplus of summer chum salmon is identified above escapement and subsistence 
needs, there may be directed chum commercial fishing with gillnets restricted to 6 
inch maximum mesh size.  The actual commercial harvest of summer chum will 

 



likely be dependent on market conditions and may be affected by a potentially poor 
Chinook run. 

 The US/Canada Yukon River Panel agreed to a one year Canadian Interim Management 
Escapement Goal (IMEG) of >45,000 Chinook salmon based on the Eagle sonar 
program and set a 3 year IMEG for the Fishing Branch River of 22,000 to 49,000 fall 
chum salmon based on the Fishing Branch River weir count. 

 The US/Canada Yukon River Panel agreed to a Canadian Yukon River fall chum 
salmon mainstem escapement objective of >80,000 fish based on the Eagle sonar 
program. 
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The subsistence salmon fishing schedule will be used early in the season until the salmon run 
size is projected to be of sufficient strength to warrant discontinuing the schedule. The schedule 
is intended to reduce harvest impacts during years of low salmon runs on any particular run 
component and to spread subsistence harvest opportunity among users. The schedule is based on 
current, or past, fishing schedules and should provide reasonable opportunity for subsistence 
users to meet their needs. Please Note: this schedule is subject to change depending on run 
strength.  
 

Area Regulatory Subsistence 
Fishing Periods  

Schedule 
to Begin  Days of the Week 

Coastal District 7 days/week By Regulation M/T/W/TH/F/SA/SU – 24 hours 
District 1  Two 36-hour periods/week May 26, 2008 Mon. 8 pm to Wed. 8 am /Thu. 8 pm to Sat. 8 am 
District 2  Two 36-hour periods/week May 28, 2008 Wed. 8 pm to Fri. 8 am / Sun. 8 pm to Tue. 8 am 
District 3  Two 36-hour periods/week May 30, 2008 Fri. 8 am to Sat. 8 pm / Tue. 8 am to Wed. 8 pm 
District 4 Two 48-hour periods/week June 8, 2008 Sun. 6 pm to Tue. 6 pm / Wed. 6 pm to Fri. 6 pm 
Koyukuk River 7 days/week By Regulation M/T/W/TH/F/SA/SU – 24 hours 
Subdistricts 5-A, B, 
C Two 48-hour periods/week June 17, 2008 Tue. 6 pm to Thu. 6 pm /Fri. 6 pm to Sun. 6 pm 

Subdistrict 5-D 7 days/week By Regulation M/T/W/TH/F/SA/SU – 24 hours 
District 6 Two 42-hour periods/week By Regulation Mon. 6 pm to Wed. Noon /Fri. 6 pm to Sun. Noon 
Old Minto Area 5 days/week By Regulation Friday 6 pm to Wednesday 6 pm 

 

All subsistence salmon fishing with gillnets and fish wheels must be stopped during 
subsistence salmon fishing closures. 

NOTICE: In Districts 1-3, from June 1 to July 15 a person may not possess king 
salmon taken for subsistence uses unless both tips (lobes) of the tail fin have been 
removed. Marking must be done before the person conceals the salmon from plain 
view or transfers the salmon from the fishing site. A person may not sell or 
purchase salmon from which both lobes of the tail fin have been removed. 

 



 
 

For additional information:  
ADF&G Steve Hayes in Anchorage 907-267-2383; Fred Bue, Fairbanks 907-459-7274; or Emmonak 907-

949-1320 
Subsistence Fishing Schedule-1-866-479-7387 (toll free outside of Fairbanks); in Fairbanks, call 459-

7387 
USFWS: Russ Holder in Fairbanks 907-455-1849 or 1-800-801-5108; or in Emmonak 907-949-1798 

 
-end- 


